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FOREWORD  

 

Economic Security is vital for any country to focus on human 

development and finance its undertakings in the fields of defence. Economy 

is both the object and the means of national security. Armed Forces through 

operations Zarb -e-Azb and Radul Fassad have improved the security 

environments within the country creating enabling environments for 

economic activities. The Defence forces remain committed to the security 

of the flagship project of CPEC. The Year Book 2017 -18 provides 

information for the policy mak ers and general public on matters of Ministry 

of Defence and its attached Departments. It gives detailed account of 

various activities, achievements and contributions made by these 

departments. However, information / details about Armed Forces have not 

bee n included for obvious reasons.  

 

 

Lt  Gen  (Retd) Ikram Ul Haq  

                 Secretary Defence  
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1.  Historical Background  

1.1.  Building  

1.1.1.  History  

The historic building  of ñCalcutta Houseò accommodates  

the Ministry of Defence  which is a successor of the Military 

Department created by the British East India Company in Calcutta 

in 1976.  After the accession of Punjab in the British Empire in 1849, 

Northern Command of British Indian Army was shifted to 

Rawalpindi. Setting up of Mi litary Accounts Office was necessitated 

to manage the accounts of large forces employed in this Command. 

Consequently, a building was constructed on Mackeson  Road, later 

Adamjee Road, for óCMA-Western Circleô which was completed in 

three years 1885 -1888. T he staff working in building mostly came 

from Calcutta thus becoming the basis for commonly used name 

óCalcutta Daftarô. The building continued to be used by the Military 

Accounts Department up to  1966 when, with the establishment of 

Capital in Islamabad, the Ministry of Defence was shifted from 

Karachi to this building.  

1.1.2.  Architecture  

The building was designed on óGothicô Architecture also 

known as óFrench Artô. Its features include the pointed Arches, the 

ribbed vault and the flying buttress. This Architect ure is most 

familiar for ecclesiastical (Great Cathedrals, Abbeys and Churches) 

in Europe as well as the architecture of Castles, Town Halls, Guild 

Halls and Universities.  

1.1.3.  The Construction and Renovation  

The building was constructed with bricks measuring 

28x15x9 cm to 30x14x10 cm with interstices of about 1.5 cm which 

were not produced by local kilns but by a specialized offsite 

enterprise. For supervision of each  brick made, an English Sub 

Divisional Offi cer (SDO) of MES pitched his tent besides a specially 
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built kiln in the vicinity of a Rawalpindi locality known as óJhanda 

Chichiô. Over the years the original faade of the building because 

dilapidated/disfigured due to climactic conditions  and modificat ions 

etc. The original bricks were masked due to paint/  whitewash  etc. 

The same has been re novated and brought back to its original  glory . 

 

The restoration and renovation work of the building was 

started in 2011, by hiring craftsmen from Bahawalpur who 

possessed the skill & art of traditional construction.  The present 

outlook of the building is a proof of their  skills and excellent 

craftsmanship . The restoration/renovation work was completed in 

June  2014.  

1.2.  Heads/Secretaries of Ministry  

Ministry of Defence had the privilege of being headed by 

a large canvas of luminaries who are photographed below . The very 

next page contains the names of the honorable members of the 

Senate/ National Assembly Standing Committees on Defence.  

1.2.1.  Heads of Ministry  

   
Liaqat Ali Khan  Khawaja Nazimuddin  Muhammad Ali Bogra  

18 -08 -1947 to 16 -101951  24 -10 -1951 to 16 -04 -1953  17 -04 -1953 to 23 -10 -1954  
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Gen Ayub Khan  Ch. Muhammad Ali  Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy  

24 -10 -1954 to 10 -08 -1955  11 -08 -1955 to 11 -09 -1956  12 -09 -1956 to 17 -10 -1957  

   
Mian Mumtaz Khan Daultana  Malik Feroz Khan Noon  M.A Khuhro  

18 -10 -1957 to 15 -12 -1957  16 -12 -1957 to 07 -04 -1958  08 -04 -1958 to 07 -10 -1958  

 

 
 

Gen Muhammad Ayub Khan  Vice Admiral A.R Khan  Gen Agha Muhammad Yahya 

Khan  

28 -10 -1958 to 20 -10 -1966  21 -10 -1966 to 04 -0401969  05 -04 -1969 to 20 -12 -1971  
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Zulfikar Ali Bhutto  Gen Muhammad Zia -ul -Haq  Ali Ahmad Talpur  

24 -12 -1971 to 05 -07 -1977  05 -07 -1977 to 26 -08 -1978  27 -08 -1978 to 25 -02 1985  

   
Gen Muhammad Zia -ul -Haq  Muhammad Khan Junejo  Mahmoud A. Haroon  

26 -02 -1985 to 22 -03 -1985  23 -03 -1985 to 29 -05 -1988  09 -06 -1988 to 01 -12 -1988  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto  Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi  Muhammad Nawaz Sharif  

02 -12 -1988 to 05 -08 -1990  06 -08 -1990 to 05 -11 -1990  06 -11 -1990 to 09 -09 -1991  
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Justice (R) Syed Ghous Ali 

Shah  

Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani  Justice (R) Syed Ghous Ali 

Shah  

10 -09 -1991 to 24 -04 -1993  25 -04 -1993 to 25 -05 -1993  26 -05 -1993 to 17 -07 -1993  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Moeen Qureshi  Aftab Shahban Mirani  Shahid Hamid  

18 -07 -1993 to 18 -10 -1993  19 -10 -1993 to 04 -11 -1996  05 -11 -1996 to 16 -02 -1997  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif  Gen Pervez Musharraf  Rao Sikandar Iqbal  

17 -02 -1997 to 11 -10 -1999  12 -10 -1999 to 22 -11 -2002  23 -11 -2002 to 15 -11 -2007  
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Salim Abbas Jilani  Chaudhry Ahmad Mukhtar  Syed Naveed Qamar  

11 -11 -2007 to 25 -03 -2008  31 -03 -2008 to 02 -06 -2012  03 -06 -2012 to 16 -03 -2013  

 

 

 

 

 

Muhammad Nawaz Sharif  Khawja Muhammad Asif   
05 -06 -2013 to 26 -11 -2013  27 -11 -2013 to 28 -07 -2017   

 

  
































































































































































































































































































